
 

2nd Sunday of Epiphany: What do you want? 

 
1 Corinthians 1: 1-9 
 
 
    1 Paul, called to be an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God, and our brother Sosthenes, 
 
    2 To the church of God in Corinth, to those sanctified in Christ Jesus and called to be his holy 
people, together with all those everywhere who call on the name of our Lord Jesus Christ—
their Lord and ours: 
 
    3 Grace and peace to you from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
    4 I always thank my God for you because of his grace given you in Christ Jesus. 5 For in him 
you have been enriched in every way—with all kinds of speech and with all knowledge— 6 God 
thus confirming our testimony about Christ among you. 7 Therefore you do not lack any 
spiritual gift as you eagerly wait for our Lord Jesus Christ to be revealed. 8 He will also keep you 
firm to the end, so that you will be blameless on the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. 9 God is 
faithful, who has called you into fellowship with his Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 
 
John 1.29-42 
 
 
29 The next day John saw Jesus coming toward him and said, “Look, the Lamb of God, who 
takes away the sin of the world! 30 This is the one I meant when I said, ‘A man who comes after 
me has surpassed me because he was before me.’ 31 I myself did not know him, but the reason 
I came baptizing with water was that he might be revealed to Israel.” 
 
    32 Then John gave this testimony: “I saw the Spirit come down from heaven as a dove and 
remain on him. 33 And I myself did not know him, but the one who sent me to baptize with 
water told me, ‘The man on whom you see the Spirit come down and remain is the one who 
will baptize with the Holy Spirit.’ 34 I have seen and I testify that this is God’s Chosen One.” 
 
    35 The next day John was there again with two of his disciples. 36 When he saw Jesus passing 
by, he said, “Look, the Lamb of God!” 
 
    37 When the two disciples heard him say this, they followed Jesus. 38 Turning around, Jesus 
saw them following and asked, “What do you want?” 
 
            They said, “Rabbi” (which means “Teacher”), “where are you staying?” 
 
            39 “Come,” he replied, “and you will see.” 



 
            So they went and saw where he was staying, and they spent that day with him. It was 
about four in the afternoon. 
 
    40 Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother, was one of the two who heard what John had said and 
who had followed Jesus. 41 The first thing Andrew did was to find his brother Simon and tell 
him, “We have found the Messiah” (that is, the Christ). 42 And he brought him to Jesus. 
 
            Jesus looked at him and said, “You are Simon son of John. You will be called Cephas” 
(which, when translated, is Peter). 
 
 
 
'What do you want?' 
 
 
People don't always know what they want. 
 
 
I often saw that this as I observed people browsing in the second hand furniture shop that I 
used to manage for LOROS ( the hospice charity). 
 
 
People would come in out of curiosity, or because they thought they might need some 
furniture, or simply because it was raining outside, and they would stare vacantly at the rows of 
old wardrobes and sideboards, not quite sure what they had come in for. 
 
 
I however knew exactly why they had come in, they had come in to buy something, and I was 
determined to see that they did not leave the shop empty handed. 
 
 
Often all it took was a cheery hello, and the rows of furniture and bric-a-brac would do the job 
of enticing people into making a purchase. 
 
 
If it looked like someone was about to leave the shop empty handed I would enquire, 'was it 
anything in particular you were looking for?' 
 
 
This was a good question as people did not like to admit that they are wandering around 
aimlessly, and so usually they mentioned an item they have seen. 
 
 



At that point they may not have actually wanted it, but given a few words of encouragement 
they more often than not found that they did. 
 
 
However, as I assured people they had made a wise purchase I often thought to myself, 'what 
on earth do you want this for?' 
 
 
As a joke I once said to a customer, as we both looked doubtfully at a particularly shabby 
wardrobe, 'you'll like it when you get it home', and to my surprise he  believed me. Thereafter I 
frequently told customers, 'you'll like it when you get it home', and that was often enough to 
persuade them. 
 
 
So, what is it that you want? 
 
 
You had better know the answer to this question, else someone may answer it for you. 
 
 
In case, by the way, you are perturbed by my salesmanship, I have repented since then, and 
anyway, it was for a very good cause. 
 
 
My favourite items to sell were exercise bicycles. They were usually donated before Christmas 
as people realised that they were never actually going to use them, and that they just took up a 
lot of space. In the New Year however, full of fitness resolutions, other people would see the 
exercise bikes in the shop window and take home a bargain, only to re-donate them 
disillusioned at a later date. I sold and resold the same machines year after year, and every time 
it was just what people wanted. 
 
 
In my defence, Jesus was quite subtle with his use of the question, 'what do you want?' 
 
 
In our gospel reading why do the two disciples of John decide to follow Jesus? What were they 
thinking? As Jesus said, 'what do you want?' 
 
 
John had seen Jesus passing by and said, “Look, the Lamb of God!” 
 
 



Two of John’s disciples then make off after Jesus. I suspect they did not know exactly what they 
wanted, they probably wanted to know what John meant, or at least who this person was that 
John referred to in this extraordinary way. 
 
 
‘The Lamb of God’, may have put them in mind of the lambs sacrificed in the Temple in 
Jerusalem? 
 
 
Jesus asks the two disciples, ‘what do you want?’ 
 
 
They reply, ‘where are you staying?’ 
 
 
Do they only want to know where he is staying, or is that just an easier reply than, 'are you the 
Messiah?' Or, 'what did John mean?' 
 
 
I doubt that where Jesus was staying was the primary concern in their minds; I suspect it is just 
what they said because they did not know how else to answer, or quite what it is that they 
wanted. 
 
 
These two disciples were seeking, but they did not know what for. 
 
 
They call Jesus, ‘rabbi’, meaning ‘teacher’, so they must be seeking instruction, but they do not 
say they want teaching, or that they seek the Messiah. It seems to me that they are playing for 
time while they figure out what it is they want, and if Jesus is the answer. 
 
 
So Jesus invites them in, saying, ‘Come, and you will see’. 
 
 
So my question to you is, ‘what do you want?’ 
 
 
Christians often get perplexed by the question, ‘what do you want?’ 
 
 
Should we want holy things rather than selfish things? 
 
 



Should we want world peace rather than a Mercedes Benz? 
 
 
You may be familiar with the Janis Joplin song that satirically teases our attitude to prayer and 
personal gain. 
 
 
‘Oh Lord, won't you buy me a Mercedes Benz? 
 
My friends all drive Porsches, I must make amends. 
 
Worked hard all my lifetime, no help from my friends, 
 
So Lord, won't you buy me a Mercedes Benz ?’ 
 
 
Jesus said, ‘seek first the kingdom of God and his righteousness, and all these things will be 
given to you as well.’ 
 
 
Notice Jesus does not condemn people for wanting material things; he just tells them to get 
their priorities straight. 
 
 
Prayer is great for helping people to get their priorities straight, be honest with God and He will 
be honest with you. Prayer places our individual wants and needs in a divine perspective, and 
so our ideas about what we want become refined by prayer. 
 
 
It is not wrong to ask God for a Mercedes Benz, but don’t be surprised if, as you stand before 
the throne of God, your perspective changes. Prayer inclines our hearts to God. 
 
 
If you are not honest with God in prayer about what you want, you won’t deceive God, but you 
may well succeed in deceiving yourself.   
 
 
Imagining the world to be divided into holy things that we should want, and material things that 
we should not want, is also a deception.   
 
 
In the Incarnation, the birth of Jesus celebrated at Christmas, we see that God does not reject 
as unholy the physical world; rather in the birth of Jesus God blesses the physical world by His 
presence. 



 
 
You can find God sat in a Mercedes Benz. 
 
 
A Mercedes Benz can be a holy thing if used for the purposes of God. 
 
 
Manufacture, trade, farming, family, commuting, leisure, are all potentially within the purposes 
of God. 
 
 
A Mercedes Benz is only an unholy thing if it is used for selfish or destructive purposes, or if it 
supplants God in your esteem. A Mercedes Benz may be an answer to prayer, but it will not 
answer your prayers. 
 
 
So do you want a Mercedes Benz? 
 
 
Do you know what you want? 
 
 
Or are you letting the salesmen of this world cram your head with ideas about what you 
want?  Ideas that actually turn out to be trash once you have paid your money and got them 
back home. 
 
 
Advertising executives, politicians, journalists, our employers, our mothers, they all think they 
know what we want, and are happy to help us decide what we should want. 
 
 
Ministers of the Church may also have a word or two to say on what you should want. I suggest 
you sit down with God and work it out for yourself. 
 
 
Or perhaps you know what you want, but just do not act on your desires. It takes courage and 
faith to get what you want. 
 
 
Don’t be deceived by that old charlatan known as ‘Failure’, as Churchill wrote, ‘success is the 
ability to go from one failure to another with no loss of enthusiasm’. Successes that are worth 
the labour are usually preceded by failure, usually by many failures. 
 



 
Dare you try to obtain what you want? Or do you believe that you are not good enough, or that 
it won’t happen for you? If so, I can tell you God does not share that opinion. 
 
 
Whatever you want, the first place to look for it is in Jesus. The two disciples in our gospel 
reading didn't know for sure, but they were looking in the right place. 
 
 
Jesus is the sum of all that is good, he is the ‘way the truth and the life’, in him you will find 
yourself, the better self that God created you to be, not the lesser self that sin deceives you 
into thinking you must be. 
 
 
Read the Sermon on the Mount, then ask yourself, ‘what do I want’, spend time helping 
someone in need, then ask yourself, ‘what do I want’, climb a mountain and look to the far 
distant horizon, and then ask yourself, ‘what do I want?’ Spend time playing with a child, then 
ask yourself, ‘what do I want?’ 
 
 
Let the ‘way, the truth and the life’ inspire and order your desires, then do not be afraid to 
work and pray tirelessly for those desires to be realised. 
 
 
As Paul wrote to the Corinthians, we are sanctified in Christ Jesus, called to be a holy people, in 
him we are enriched in every way, in all kinds of speech and knowledge, not lacking any 
spiritual gift. 
 
 
In Jesus we find what we are looking for, in Jesus we find our better selves. 
 
 
Amen. 


