
 

Sermon for 11th Sunday of Trinity: The Gracious Invitation. 
Hebrews 13 
 
 
1 Keep on loving one another as brothers and sisters. 2 Do not forget to show hospitality to 
strangers, for by so doing some people have shown hospitality to angels without knowing it. 3 
Continue to remember those in prison as if you were together with them in prison, and those 
who are mistreated as if you yourselves were suffering. 
 
 
4 Marriage should be honoured by all, and the marriage bed kept pure, for God will judge the 
adulterer and all the sexually immoral. 5 Keep your lives free from the love of money and be 
content with what you have, because God has said, 
 
 
“Never will I leave you; 
 
    never will I forsake you.” 
 
 
6 So we say with confidence, 
 
 
“The Lord is my helper; I will not be afraid. 
 
    What can mere mortals do to me?” 
 
 
7 Remember your leaders, who spoke the word of God to you. Consider the outcome of their 
way of life and imitate their faith. 8 Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today and forever. 
 
 
15 Through Jesus, therefore, let us continually offer to God a sacrifice of praise—the fruit of lips 
that openly profess his name. 16 And do not forget to do good and to share with others, for 
with such sacrifices God is pleased. 
 
 
 
Luke 14 
 
 



1 One Sabbath, when Jesus went to eat in the house of a prominent Pharisee, he was being 
carefully watched. 
 
 
7 When he noticed how the guests picked the places of honour at the table, he told them this 
parable: 8 “When someone invites you to a wedding feast, do not take the place of honour, for 
a person more distinguished than you may have been invited. 9 If so, the host who invited both 
of you will come and say to you, ‘Give this person your seat.’ Then, humiliated, you will have to 
take the least important place. 10 But when you are invited, take the lowest place, so that 
when your host comes, he will say to you, ‘Friend, move up to a better place.’ Then you will be 
honoured in the presence of all the other guests. 11 For all those who exalt themselves will be 
humbled, and those who humble themselves will be exalted.” 
 
 
12 Then Jesus said to his host, “When you give a luncheon or dinner, do not invite your friends, 
your brothers or sisters, your relatives, or your rich neighbours; if you do, they may invite you 
back and so you will be repaid. 13 But when you give a banquet, invite the poor, the crippled, 
the lame, the blind, 14 and you will be blessed. Although they cannot repay you, you will be 
repaid at the resurrection of the righteous.” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
People sometimes question how biblical the Church of England is, but it seems to me that in the 
Church of England we are very mindful of at least this one teaching of Jesus, that when we are 
invited to a feast we should sit near the back. Worship is a feast we are invited to every Sunday, 
and on other days beside, and like good disciples of Jesus we usually choose to sit near the 
back. 
 
 
I recall in one of my churches in North Yorkshire a fellow who was hard of hearing, and who sat 
at the very back of church. After three years of my suggesting that he might like to sit nearer 
the front so he could better hear, he announced to me before the service that he thought he 
might try sitting on the front row. 
 
 
After the service he expressed some surprise that he had been able to hear, and even more 
surprise that there had been something worth hearing! 
 
 
However, he didn't repeat the experiment again, and thereafter remained sat at the back 
undisturbed by proceedings at t'other end. 



 
 
There is a danger when your role requires you to be at the front to begin to over estimate your 
importance in proceedings, three years I had been telling that man he might like to try sitting 
nearer the front, and my pride was flattered when he finally moved himself and heard 
something worth hearing, but Yorkshiremen don't take well to being instructed from the front 
in matters they can well enough decide for themselves, so back he went to his familiar pew. 
 
 
And as for my pride, as Jesus cautioned, “... all those who exalt themselves will be humbled.” 
Especially so, it would seem, if dealing with the cussed determination of an old Yorkshireman. 
 
 
That story makes me smile, and so does the way Luke tells the story of the feast in our reading. 
 
 
At first hearing the words that Jesus speaks about where to sit at a feast sound like advice on 
how to avoid social embarrassment at dinner parties, 
 
 
“When someone invites you to a wedding feast, do not take the place of honour, for a person 
more distinguished than you may have been invited. If so, the host who invited both of you will 
come and say to you, ‘Give this person your seat.’ Then, humiliated, you will have to take the 
least important place. But when you are invited, take the lowest place, so that when your host 
comes, he will say to you, ‘Friend, move up to a better place.’ Then you will be honoured in the 
presence of all the other guests.” 
 
 
However,  the sentence before , where Luke says that Jesus, “noticed how the guests picked 
the places of honour at the table”, gives an edge to Jesus' advice, it's not just about social 
etiquette, the parable is a satire on vanity and pride. 
 
 
Social class, tribal leaders, senior management, social media influencers, tycoons, Union 
leaders, the battle of the sexes, virtue signalling, celebrity, show business, politics, committees, 
sibling rivalry, the Village Show, so much of human society is about trying to get the place of 
honour at the top table. 
 
 
It's a curious thing, wealth, status and power confer dignity in human society, yet the struggle 
for wealth, status and power is always so undignified. Vanity Fair invites the very satire and 
ridicule it seeks to avoid. 
 
 



I sometimes hear people say that Christianity is naïve, and I think, 'have you read the bible?' 
The bible presents humanity at its worst and at its best, and Jesus in the gospels cuts through 
all the hypocrisy the world could ever offer. 
 
 
Jesus proposes a turning upside down of power, wealth and status in human society. In the 
Kingdom of Heaven, which his disciples are to work to establish on earth, 'the first are last, and 
the last first.' 
 
 
Who takes the place of honour at God's table? 
 
 
Those whom the world does not honour. 
 
 
Here's how it is to be, 
 
 
 “When you give a luncheon or dinner, do not invite your friends, your brothers or sisters, your 
relatives, or your rich neighbours; if you do, they may invite you back and so you will be repaid. 
But when you give a banquet, invite the poor, the crippled, the lame, the blind, and you will be 
blessed. Although they cannot repay you, you will be repaid at the resurrection of the 
righteous.” 
 
 
Jesus is not just talking about your dinner party plans, although that would be challenging 
enough, he is talking about reordering society according to the values of the Kingdom of 
Heaven. Inviting the poor, the crippled, the lame, the blind to your dinner party is just the 
beginning, just a lesson in understanding how the Kingdom of Heaven works.   
 
 
So how are we getting on with all that? 
 
 
As we bemoan the decline of the Church, are we getting on with the world transforming work 
of being a disciple of Jesus? 
 
 
Who in our parishes are 'the poor, the crippled, the lame, the blind?' 
 
 
Where do they feature on our plans for our churches? 
 



 
Do they appear on our PCC agendas? 
 
 
Are we building the Kingdom, or are we maintaining the status quo? 
 
 
Jesus set the example, as Paul wrote, Jesus “being in very nature God, did not consider equality 
with  God something to be used to his    own advantage; rather, he made himself nothing by 
taking the very nature of a servant, being made in human likeness.” 
 
 
Jesus, who by right should have sat at the head of the table, chose to sit with the poor, the 
crippled, the lame, the blind – he chose to sit with us. 
 
 
When we ask ourselves, who are the poor, the crippled, the lame, the blind in our midst? Do we 
think of others? Do we recognise that we too are poor, crippled, lame and blind? That when we 
offer help to others we do not do so out of a position of difference, but out of a position of 
similarity – out of common fallen humanity. 
 
 
In the Kingdom of this World you get ahead by being strong and hiding for all you're worth your 
weaknesses. In the Kingdom of Heaven you start by admitting your weaknesses to God and 
seeking His freely offered healing and forgiveness, then in His strength you may offer God's 
grace to others. 
 
 
No one is so righteous, or holy, or theological, or churchy enough to sit at God's table, we are 
all invited by God's good grace. 
 
 
Communion is a wonderful picture of this, 
 
 
We do not presume 
 
to come to this your table, merciful Lord, 
 
trusting in our own righteousness, 
 
but in your manifold and great mercies. 
 
 



When God gives a feast He invites those who are poor in spirit, those who are crippled by their 
wounds, the emotionally lame, the spiritually blind, He invites us. 
 
 
That hard of hearing cussed old Yorkshireman who preferred his own thoughts to hearing what 
I had to say, I have rarely met a more faithful servant of the Church. For decades he had helped 
out in his parish church, despite lack of help from others, despite indifference from the village, 
despite ill health and bereavement. He quietly gave out books, saw people to their seats, visited 
people who were unwell or down, helped keep the church building standing, and moved chairs 
for church events, swept the floor. I heard recently he had passed into the Kingdom of Light. 
 
 
When by God's good grace I get to heaven I expect to see him not sat at the back like in the 
parish church, but given a place of honour at the top table because He will have heard the voice 
of Jesus say to him, “friend move up to a better place.” 
 
 
With the writer of Hebrews, I encourage you, “Keep on loving one another as brothers and 
sisters. Do not forget to show hospitality to strangers, for by so doing some people have shown 
hospitality to angels without knowing it. Continue to remember those in prison as if you were 
together with them in prison, and those who are mistreated as if you yourselves were 
suffering...do not forget to do good and to share with others, for with such sacrifices God is 
pleased.” 
 
 
Amen. 
 
 
Before the communion I said that the table had been set, and God's gracious invitation given, 
and I reminded all that communion is not a prize for the holy but God's gift of holiness to us. 
 


