
 

Sermon for Christ the King. 
 
Colossians 1 
15 The Son is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn over all creation. 16 For in him all 
things were created: things in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or 
powers or rulers or authorities; all things have been created through him and for him. 17 He is 
before all things, and in him all things hold together. 18 And he is the head of the body, the 
church; he is the beginning and the firstborn from among the dead, so that in everything he 
might have the supremacy. 19 For God was pleased to have all his fullness dwell in him, 20 and 
through him to reconcile to himself all things, whether things on earth or things in heaven, by 
making peace through his blood, shed on the cross. 
 
21 Once you were alienated from God and were enemies in your minds because of your evil 
behavior. 22 But now he has reconciled you by Christ’s physical body through death to present 
you holy in his sight, without blemish and free from accusation— 23 if you continue in your 
faith, established and firm, and do not move from the hope held out in the gospel. This is the 
gospel that you heard and that has been proclaimed to every creature under heaven, and of 
which I, Paul, have become a servant. 
 
Luke 23 
33 When they came to the place called the Skull, they crucified him there, along with the 
criminals– one on his right, the other on his left. 34Jesus said, ‘Father, forgive them, for they do 
not know what they are doing.’ And they divided up his clothes by casting lots. 
35The people stood watching, and the rulers even sneered at him. They said, ‘He saved others; 
let him save himself if he is God’s Messiah, the Chosen One.’ 
36The soldiers also came up and mocked him. They offered him wine vinegar 37 and said, ‘If 
you are the king of the Jews, save yourself.’ 
38There was a written notice above him, which read: this is the king of the jews. 
39 One of the criminals who hung there hurled insults at him: ‘Aren’t you the Messiah? Save 
yourself and us!’ 
40 But the other criminal rebuked him. ‘Don’t you fear God,’ he said, ‘since you are under the 
same sentence? 41 We are punished justly, for we are getting what our deeds deserve. But this 
man has done nothing wrong.’ 
42 Then he said, ‘Jesus, remember me when you come into your kingdom.’ 
43 Jesus answered him, ‘Truly I tell you, today you will be with me in paradise.’ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
There's a clip on Youtube of part of a sermon by a Preacher named Alister Begg, its on the 
subject of what happened when the criminal who defended Jesus got to heaven, I can't do his 
American accent, but here's part of what he has to say, 
 
Think about the thief on the cross . . . I can’t wait to find that fellow one day to ask him, “How 
did that shake out for you? Because you were cussing the guy out with your friend. You’ve 
never been in a Bible study. You never got baptized . . . You didn’t know a thing about church 
membership, and yet . . . you made it. How did you make it?” That’s what the angel must have 
said, you know: 
 
“What are you doing here?” 
 
“I don’t know.” 
 
“What do you mean you don’t know?” 
 
“I don’t know.” 
 
“Excuse me, let me get my supervisor.” 
 
They go get their supervisor angel. 
 
“So, just a few questions for you. First of all, are you clear on the doctrine of justification by 
faith?” 
 
The guy said, “I’ve never heard of it in my life.” 
 
“And what about the doctrine of Scripture?” 
 
This guy’s just staring — and eventually, in frustration, the supervisor says, “On what basis are 
you here?” 
 
And he said, “The Man on the middle cross said I can come.” 
 
I love that. “The Man on the middle cross said I can come.” 
 



Begg explains, 
 
“If you were to die tonight and you were getting entry into heaven, what would you say?” If you 
answer that in the first person, we’ve immediately gone wrong. “Because I . . . Because I 
believed . . . Because I have faith . . . Because I am this . . . Because I am continuing.” 
 
Loved ones, the only proper answer’s in the third person. “Because he! Because he!”” 
 
Alister Begg is right. There it is, Christ the King enthroned on a cross, with a crown of thorns, 
exchanging our guilt for his innocence. 
 
One of the criminals had been hurling insults at him. 
 
Did he think Jesus could save him, and was angry that he did not? 
 
Or was he just lashing out in pain and desperation, hurting someone else because he was in 
pain? 
 
The criminal on the other side objects, “Don’t you fear God since you are under the same 
sentence? We are punished justly, for we are getting what our deeds deserve. But this man has 
done nothing wrong.” 
 
He knows he has done wrong and that he is receiving the legal sentence for his crimes, and he 
knows Jesus is an innocent man, and he is brave enough to say so. 
 
Guilt is a basic human emotion. 
 
All societies have rules and norms, no one lives up to them completely, and all societies police 
them with both collective sanctions and collective disapproval. 
 
As a child we learn very quickly that when we do not meet our parents' expectations we may be 
punished, and we may well feel bad about not meeting those expectations. 
 
Guilt corrodes our opinion of ourselves, shame brakes relationships with those around us, and 
like Adam and Eve hiding in the garden, it breaks our relationship with God. 
 
When we have done wrong and feel guilt it is very easy, like the first felon, to try and displace 
that guilt by criticising others. If we feel bad, but can make someone else feel worse, then it 
raises us up and we don't feel so bad. 
 
Self righteous indignation is often a cover for guilt. 
 



It doesn't exactly get rid of the guilt, but it does cover it by minimising what we have done in 
comparison with the dreadfulness we are noisily pointing out in someone else. Religious people 
are especially adept at using moral outrage as a cover for guilt. 
 
Married couples play this game too, when one spouse rightly points out the short comings of 
the other, the other will respond by bringing up some short coming from their past.   
 
“You didn't wash up!” 
 
“Well, you forgot to take the bins out!” 
 
And so you get an unvirtuous cycle of blame, guilt, and self righteousness. 
 
How much better to be like the second felon, to admit you have done wrong and are justly 
punished, and rather than lashing out at other's perceived failings, to instead still recognise 
goodness when you see it. 
 
When guilt nails you to the cross, here then are your two options represented by the two 
criminals crucified with Jesus: noisily condemn someone else, or accept both your guilt and 
your punishment. 
 
Except Jesus gives us another way. 
 
To the self-righteous Jesus says, 'You hypocrite, first take the plank out of your own eye, and 
then you will see clearly to remove the speck from your brother’s eye!” 
 
To those who know they are guilty and worthy of punishment Jesus says, “Friend, your sins are 
forgiven.” 
 
What is the judgment of God on our guilt? 
 
The judgment of God is revealed in Jesus because Jesus is the image of the invisible God, in him 
all the fullness of God dwells, so what Jesus does reveals the nature of God, and as they 
crucified him, along with the criminals– one on his right, the other on his left, Jesus said, 
‘Father, forgive them, for they do not know what they are doing.” 
 
To forgive means not to respond out of pain and fear like the man on the cross who angrily 
criticised Jesus, it means not to condemn, not to judge others, not to seek vengeance. 
 
To forgive does not mean to say that what was done wasn't wrong, if what was done wasn't 
wrong there would be nothing to forgive. Forgiveness requires that you acknowledge wrong 
has been done. Neither does to forgive mean that what was done was excusable, at the 
crucifixion an innocent man was beaten, whipped and nailed to a cross, this was wrong and 
inexcusable, but it was more than this, more than just a cruel injustice. This Son of Man hanging 



bloodied on the cross was the Son of God.  Death was killing the author of life. Evil was 
crucifying all that was good. This was the greatest wrong that could have been done. That's why 
the resurrection is so important, without Jesus stepping from the tomb evil has won, and there 
is no hope. 
 
Yet before we condemn those who crucified Jesus let us recall the beam in our own eye, we call 
Jesus our King yet still follow the ways of the Kingdom of this World, and we still condemn and 
judge others to deflect our guilt. Those are our hands holding down the King of Glory, and our 
hands hammering in the nails, and as the cross is heaved up into position, our voices raised in 
cruel mocking words. 
 
We are as in need of a revelation of the forgiveness of God as anyone else.   
 
So when you turn up at the gates of heaven do not say I believed the right thing, or I received 
the sacrament, or I did good works, or I was a part of the Church, all of these things we do to 
learn of the love of God, and to share it -  don't say “I”, say “he”, the man on the middle cross, 
he did the work, he said the word, he is the one that enables you this day to be in paradise. 
 
“The Man on the middle cross said I can come.” 
 
When asked for the book of your life, present the book of the gospels. 
 
Jesus, our High King of Heaven, who for our sake became poor, so that by his poverty we might 
become rich, he says to you 
 
 “Friend, your sins are forgiven.” 
 
Accept his freely offered healing and forgiveness, and pass it on to those around you. 
 
Amen. 
 
 


