
Talk: Ann 

It doesn’t seem like forty days since Christmas, does it? I have to 

admit that not all the traces of Christmas have gone; the 

chocolate is still around and there are a couple of small Christmas 

puddings still in the cupboard. But today is the absolute end of 

Christmas! 

But we come together today to remember the presentation of 

Jesus in the Temple as a baby. It was the custom for the baby to 

be taken to the Temple with his mother who was regarded as 

unclean until 40 days after the birth of a boy and 80 days after the 

birth of a girl! Perhaps some of you can remember the custom of 

‘Churching’ in the Church of England where the woman did not 

visit anywhere until she had been to church for the service or had 

it done at home and was made clean. My mother-in-law was very 

exacting about this process and was unwilling to have anyone in 

the house after having a baby until the woman had been 

“churched”.  



So Mary and Joseph took their child to the Temple to give thanks. 

Simeon and Anna were there as they had been for many years. 

We know very little about Simeon except that he was a devout 

man and had waited for the coming of the promised Messiah. The 

main point is that he recognised him in that tiny baby. Do we 

recognise Christ when he comes to us? 

Simeon said that the baby in front of him was ‘the light to lighten 

the Gentiles’! He recognized Christ and was then ready to die and 

let go with the wonderful words of the Nunc Dimittis in the words 

of the King James version.  

28 Then he took Him up in his arms, and blessed God and said, 

29 “Lord, now lettest Thou Thy servant depart in peace, according 
to Thy word; 

30 for mine eyes have seen Thy salvation, 

31 which Thou hast prepared before the face of all people, 

32 a light to lighten the Gentiles, and the glory of Thy people 
Israel.” 

 



 But there was also a poignancy in the words he uttered to Mary. 

“And a sword will pierce your own heart”. And we know the 

terrible suffering which Mary would endure as the mother of our 

Lord as well as the great gift she was given of being his mother. 

Anna too had spent most of her life in the Temple as a sort of nun 

and when she saw the baby she too recognized that he was from 

God. 

 And it was then that the Light of the World was recognized. Light 

is such a powerful symbol and this light is something that we need 

to keep alive.  Light is very powerful and in the last week we have 

been aware of how much better days with sun are than some of 

the dank days we had. I do not like being in the dark and am very 

frightened of it, something which has not diminished as I have got 

older. 

William Barclay wrote these words: 

Jesus said: “He who follows me will not walk in darkness but he 

will have the light of life”. The phrase the light of life means two 



things. In the Greek it can mean either the light which issues from 

the source of light or the light which gives life to men. In this 

passage it means both things. Jesus is the very light of God come 

among men; and Jesus is the light which gives men life. Just as 

the flower can never blossom when it never sees the sunlight, so 

our lives can never flower with the grace and beauty they ought to 

have until they are irradiated with the light and presence of Jesus 

Christ. 

I said at the beginning that we are now finished with Christmas 

but that is only the beginning of what is our faith. We are at a 

crossroads and have the choice as to which way to go. We can 

look back to Christmas with nostalgia or go forward with Christ 

through the ordeal of his temptations; to the events leading up to 

the consequences of Holy Week; the horror of the Crucifixion; the 

glory of the Resurrection. Above all let us accept the light of Christ 

into our lives so that each one of us may become the person 

Christ meant us to be, whatever sacrifices that demands from us.  



 


