
Sermon for 3rd before Lent. Let Your Light Shine. 
 
1 Corinthians 2, 1- 10 
 
 
2 And so it was with me, brothers and sisters. When I came to you, I did not come with 
eloquence or human wisdom as I proclaimed to you the testimony about God. 2 For I resolved 
to know nothing while I was with you except Jesus Christ and him crucified. 3 I came to you in 
weakness with great fear and trembling. 4 My message and my preaching were not with wise 
and persuasive words, but with a demonstration of the Spirit’s power, 5 so that your faith might 
not rest on human wisdom, but on God’s power. 
 
6 We do, however, speak a message of wisdom among the mature, but not the wisdom of this 
age or of the rulers of this age, who are coming to nothing. 7 No, we declare God’s wisdom, a 
mystery that has been hidden and that God destined for our glory before time began. 8 None of 
the rulers of this age understood it, for if they had, they would not have crucified the Lord of 
glory. 9 However, as it is written: 
 
“What no eye has seen, what no ear has heard, and what no human mind has conceived”— the 
things God has prepared for those who love him— 
 
10 these are the things God has revealed to us by his Spirit. 
 
 
Matthew 5, 13 – 16 
 
 
13   “You are the salt of the earth. But if the salt loses its saltiness, how can it be made salty 
again? It is no longer good for anything, except to be thrown out and trampled underfoot. 
 
14   “You are the light of the world. A town built on a hill cannot be hidden. 15   Neither do 
people light a lamp and put it under a bowl. Instead they put it on its stand, and it gives light to 
everyone in the house. 16   In the same way, let your light shine before others, that they may 
see your good deeds and glorify your Father in heaven. 
 
 
 
 
“...let your light shine before others, that they may see your good deeds and glorify your Father 
in heaven.” 
 
 
I personally find this passage of scripture difficult for a couple of reasons. 
 



 
Firstly, by nature I don't like standing out from the crowd, and I guess some of you may feel the 
same. 
 
 
Saying that I don't like to stand out is not to say I am content to conform, far from it. I 
determined at a very young age to tread my own path through life and for better or worse I 
generally scorn those who follow fashion. I am in agreement with the philosopher Immanuel 
Kant who taught that the lesson of the Enlightenment was to dare to think for yourself. 
However, by nature I would rather assert this individuality quietly. I am the sort of person who 
at a party will stand to one side and observe, and who feels uncomfortable in the limelight. 
That might sound strange for a Vicar as Vicars are called to be front and centre, but then God 
hardly ever calls according to ability but rather according to willingness. 
 
 
Secondly, I think this challenge to be visible is inherently risky. Clearly I want to see good 
Christians making their faith known in public but the danger is that Christians whose lives' do 
not bear close scrutiny will put themselves forward to be a light on a hill and bring discredit to 
our faith. 
 
 
I once knew a particularly vocal Christian who was always quoting the bible and shouting the 
odds about this matter or that but was dishonest and deceitful and plain rude. I had to go about 
apologising for him, and listening to people say words to the effect of 'well if that's Christianity I 
want no part.' 
 
 
I suppose this is one of the things that keeps people of a sensitive conscience quiet about their 
faith, we do not want to appear as hypocrites. Whereas those of a less delicate conscience 
embrace the opportunity to make known their opinions. 
 
 
So what are we to do? How are we to answer this call of scripture on our lives? 
 
 
I think the first thing to say is that we do have to answer the call. The Church originally spread 
in part because the people of the early Church demonstrated the good news of Jesus in what 
they said and did. As we heard in our first reading, that was not by 'wise and persuasive words', 
in fact Paul admits he brought the message 'in weakness with great fear and trembling.' The 
early Church did not have a slick PR team, or a marketing strategy, they didn't even have a strap 
line, but what they did have, it seems from Acts 4, is a willingness to love and support each 
other, and to live in a way that commended the good news to those around them. People could 
see that here was a community of loving integrity that strove to live by the message they 
proclaimed. 



 
 
They were not even afraid to proclaim Jesus when threatened with death. 
 
 
People say to me they want to see the Church grow, I want to see the Church grow, but would 
we be willing, like those first Christians and so many others down the centuries, to face death 
for the sake of our faith? Are we willing to see our lives challenged and changed like those first 
Christians? Church growth is a byproduct of faithful Christian discipleship, there are no 
shortcuts, no fiddling about at the edges with service times and liturgies. Love God and your 
neighbour as Jesus taught and we will grow in all sorts of challenging, unexpected, and exciting 
ways. 
 
 
So here is what we do. 
 
 
Repent and call upon the Holy Spirit. 
 
 
I personally have found that the Holy Spirit answers my first objection, that is my native dislike 
of being visible. The Holy Spirit enables my ministerial life, especially in the things I find difficult. 
Remember, we are not asked to be proficient, we are asked to be willing, the Holy Spirit of God 
can take it from there, and it is repentance that enables the Spirit to work within us. If we are 
lined up with God then the Spirit can flow through us. 
 
 
This light we are supposed to be, it is not our own poor light but the light of God within us, 
which is why we sometimes pray after Communion, 'may ...we whom the Spirit lights give light 
to the world.' 
 
 
The great Evangelical Preacher, Charles Spurgeon, used to tell a tale of two sermons, one that 
he judged to be very poor, the other he judged to be excellent. Throughout the first he had 
stammered and found himself lost for words, he felt he had been a complete failure, while in 
the second he spoke with eloquence, and afterwards received the enthusiastic plaudits of those 
who had gathered to hear him. 
 
 
The first gave him a sleepless night with worry and regret; the second enabled him to feel he 
had vindicated himself after the disaster of the first. 
 
 



However, with time he began to reflect that after the first of these sermons he had called on 
God in penitent prayer and asked that God might bless his unworthy efforts, after the second 
he had felt self satisfied and gone to sleep. So he began to take note which sermon had the 
most effect, from his inquiries he found forty-one people had turned to Christ because of the 
first sermon and absolutely none through the second. The difference was not his eloquence or 
lack of it, the difference was his penitence and the opening this gave to the Holy Spirit. 
 
 
God does not call the qualified, He qualifies those whom He calls when they turn to Him in 
faith. If we live lives of repentance there is less danger the light we shine will shame the gospel 
we proclaim, and if we lead lives of repentance then the Holy Spirit can transform our 
weaknesses to the glory of God. 
 
 
In this, as in so much of our Christian life, Mary provides the template. 
 
 
When the Angel Gabriel told her she was to have a child, Mary rightly objected that she did not 
possess the one crucial qualification for that task as she was a virgin. Gabriel explained, 'the 
Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you.' Mary 
responded in faith,' behold the maidservant of the Lord! Let it be to me according to your 
word.' 
 
 
If you think you are unqualified to bring the light of Christ to the world you are right, but then I 
doubt you are as poorly qualified in your calling as Mary was in her's. Acknowledge your 
weakness, proclaim your willingness, and await the Holy Spirit. 
 
 
I suppose there is another factor that may make us reticent in letting our light shine before 
others, and that is that we don't wish to appear foolish. The anticipated judgement of others 
may mean we keep our light hidden. As the majority of people in our country no longer identify 
as Christian, and as our beliefs do not command the respect they once held, do we fear to be 
seen as an active Christian? Will we be lumped in with the religious nutters of all varieties? Will 
we be judged naïve, irrational, old fashioned? 
 
 
Will we be seen as foolish? 
 
 
Yes, we may well be. 
 
 



A good friend of mine preached at the first Communion I took after I was Ordained as a Priest. 
He himself was a Priest of many years experience, and one of the wisest men I have met. In the 
sermon he said as a Priest I should be prepared to be a fool. In this case what is true for a Priest 
is true for a Parishioner, be prepared to be seen as a fool for the sake of the good news. 
 
 
The wisdom of the world is often misperceived foolishness, and at times the only way to expose 
that is to be a fool. As Paul writes later in 1 Corinthians, 'if anyone among you seems to be wise 
in this age, let him become a fool that he may become wise. For the wisdom of this world is 
foolishness with God.' 
 
 
The people of the Church in times past and present have faithfully answered Christ's call to let 
their light shine before others, this despite their frailties and because of their repentance. 
 
May we let our light shine before others, that they may see our good deeds and glorify our 
Father in heaven, so that the Church may be built, and God's Kingdom come. 
 
 
Amen. 


