
 

 Address: Ann 

For a few moments I would like you to imagine that you are 

having a normal day full of the ordinary humdrum tasks: going to 

work, shopping, doing the school run. So imagine one activity of 

that day. Suddenly you are aware of a person standing beside 

you and he says, “Come and follow me!” What would you do? 

I suspect that the response would not be to leave everything and 

go! Yet the fishermen, Simon and Andrew and James and John, 

did just that. Although Mark gives the impression that they had not 

met before, John’s gospel gives a hint that they probably had as 

he states that two of them had previously been with John the 

Baptist. They would have heard about Jesus and perhaps heard 

him preach and listened. But being called by Jesus himself was 

something entirely different. Jesus waited until John the Baptist’s 

ministry was finished with John in prison. John had been a 

stationary preacher whereas Jesus wandered. 



They disciples were confident enough to give up everything to 

follow Jesus. This must have been a difficult thing for the families 

as for James and John they were in a family business with their 

father Zebedee and family solidarity was important. Still they left. 

Jesus went to Galilee which was a very bustling place, a centre of 

political and commercial life; it was a crossroad place with conflict, 

threat, racial mix and busy activity. Josephus the historian 

recorded that there were 330 fishing boats on the lake and fish 

was the staple diet. An important industry was the salting of the 

fish as that was a way of preserving the fish for wealthy Romans 

in the cities. 

The fishermen were simple folk not intellectual and not wealthy. 

Abraham Lincoln said, “God must love the common people—he 

made so many of them!”  But it is the ordinary that Christ makes 

extraordinary and he showed his faith in these normal men. 

He offered them a task to fish for men. Jesus knew these men 

and recognised their patience and perseverance and courage. 



Sometimes the fish would slip through the nets; sometimes they 

would be out all night and catch nothing; sometimes a violent 

storm would blow up and they would be in danger. They would 

understand the saying of the Breton fishermen, “Lord, the sea is 

so great and our boat is so small!”  

Being called was not a new event. God called Moses and Jonah, 

who was very reluctant! He called Abraham. “Leave your country 

and your father’s house,” said God to Abraham, “and go to the 

land I will show you.” Abraham like the fishermen did what he was 

told and went where he was sent. 

Being a disciple is difficult. The fishermen were not promised a life 

of luxury but they thought that the Messiah would be a warrior 

king to lead the people away from Roman occupation. We 

remember how James and John wanted to have the best place in 

the Kingdom but they were soon disabused of that. Jesus told 

them that the first would be last and the last first. 



Jesus warned them about what sort of life they would have if they 

followed him. Foxes have dens and the birds have their nests but 

the Son of Man will have nowhere to lay his head. Take up your 

cross and follow me even to the end. 

We know that it took a long time for the disciples to realise what 

would happen. So often Jesus tried to explain to them but they 

didn’t understand and were scattered like sheep when Christ 

needed them most. 

But Jesus understood their human frailty and after the 

resurrection the disciples continued his work of spreading the 

good news of the Kingdom, many dying as a result. 

At the beginning I asked a question: What would you do? It is rare 

that we are asked to give up everything as the first disciples were 

but we are asked to give up something and each one of us must 

work out what it is for ourselves. We are called to undertake tasks 

for Christ. So the question remains; what would you do? 



The psalmist wrote in Psalm 37: Commit your way to the Lord; 

trust in him and he will act. William Law wrote: If we are to be in 

Christ new creatures, we must show that we are so by having 

new ways of living in the world. If we are to follow Christ it must 

be in our common way of spending every day. 

Difficult all round but what would we do? 

 


