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We were on holiday in France on the coast. Ready to sit down for 

the evening meal, we realised that the youngest of our party was 

missing. But there was no panic as we knew where he would be. 

Watching the fishermen on the pier, a strange past time for an 

eight year old. Now as a grown up with his own children he still 

finds fishing fascinating.  

It is not a hobby which holds any appeal for me; standing for 

hours to catch nothing or not much and then throw them back 

doesn’t inspire me at all. Yet I have watched fishing boats with 

their catches come into harbour and seen the fish auctions with 

great pleasure. Jesus too must have watched the fisherman and 

known how the system worked. 

The good news of Jesus is in a different order in Luke’s gospel. 

Jesus has already been preaching in Galilee and has had some 

success. He has overcome the temptations and been rejected 

from by those he knew so well in Nazareth. Now it was time to 



move his ministry forward and ensure its continuation. The Sea of 

Galilee/Sea of Tiberias/Lake of Gennesaret  was 13miles by 

8miles and was very populous in the time of Jesus. it was here 

that Simon, Andrew, James and John worked. They were strong, 

courageous men who had to work hard to keep their families. 

They had probably seen Jesus around and perhaps listened to 

him but in their busy lives had not listened too much to what he 

said or thought it had anything to do with them. 

Peter and the others had been fishing all night and had caught 

nothing; a really difficult time and would only want to go home and 

sleep after they had sorted out their nets. However they allowed 

Jesus to use their boat to talk to the people when the crowds 

became too large for him to be heard on land.  In one of the inlets 

round the lake he would be heard clearly. When he had finished 

speaking he turned his attention to the fishermen, probably 

listening quietly to the words from this man who was to become 

so important in their lives. They were tired and fed-up as they had 



been out fishing all night with no results. Now it was morning and 

all they wanted to do was go home to sleep. 

We can imagine Simon’s thoughts when Jesus told them to cast 

their nets. He didn’t mind lending his boat but he was the 

fisherman and knew what was what! However there was 

something about this man and so Peter and the others perhaps 

grudgingly did as they were instructed. If you say so! And what a 

result they had! The nets broke under the weight of the fish and it 

was a struggle to get them to shore. Peter was overwhelmed and 

at first asked Jesus to leave him alone. 

This episode was a turning point in the life of Jesus. He had 

preached in synagogues but had been rejected in Nazareth and 

was now preaching in the open air. He went where people would 

listen to him. John Wesley, who spent much of his time preaching 

outside, said, “ I love a commodious room, a soft cushion and a 

handsome pulpit but field preaching saves souls.”  



Galilee was a sea which had phenomenal shoals of fish and 

perhaps Jesus had noticed one that more familiar eyes missed. 

We need to have eyes that really see. Many people had seen a 

kettle boil with the lid lifting off but it was James Watt who used it 

to invent the steam train. But there is also a need for a spirit which 

will make the effort and not give up but attempt what seems 

impossible. We shouldn’t wait but take Christ at his word. 

Are we like Simon Peter, willing to give Christ a chance? Or are 

we simply a bystander in the crowd not being touched by the light 

of Christ? The light of Christ shines into every part of life and 

shows our sins, as Simon Peter realised but leads us into the 

presence of God. We cannot be bystanders and Christ demands 

everything because he has already given everything. We know 

the ending of the story and understand probably more than the 

disciples did but it is a reminder to us about what is asked of us.  

Paul wrote that “by the grace of God, I am what I am.” we need to 

give God the chance to make us the best that we can be, what he 



has planned for us. I have always had a problem with the 

disciples leaving everything but I think God has a plan for each 

one of us, for some of us where we are and others far away. The 

main question is: do we find out what God’s will for us is? And 

then do we follow it? 

Loving God, you have called us to be disciples of Jesus Christ. 

When he calls us to launch out into the deep, may we trust his 

command. When he works through us, may we bow down in awe. 

When he calls us to follow him, may we joyfully leave all and 

follow him in love. Amen. 

 


