
 
Stephen 
 
Sermon for the 7th Sunday after Trinity. What we need are bigger barns! 
 
 
Colossians 3: 1-11 
 
 
Since, then, you have been raised with Christ, set your hearts on things above, where Christ is, 
seated at the right hand of God. 2 Set your minds on things above, not on earthly things. 3 For 
you died, and your life is now hidden with Christ in God. 4 When Christ, who is your life, 
appears, then you also will appear with him in glory. 
 
 
5 Put to death, therefore, whatever belongs to your earthly nature: sexual immorality, impurity, 
lust, evil desires and greed, which is idolatry. 6 Because of these, the wrath of God is coming. 7 
You used to walk in these ways, in the life you once lived. 8 But now you must also rid 
yourselves of all such things as these: anger, rage, malice, slander, and filthy language from 
your lips. 9 Do not lie to each other, since you have taken off your old self with its practices 10 
and have put on the new self, which is being renewed in knowledge in the image of its Creator. 
11 Here there is no Gentile or Jew, circumcised or uncircumcised, barbarian, Scythian, slave or 
free, but Christ is all, and is in all. 
 
 
Luke 12:13-21 
 
 
13 Someone in the crowd said to him, ‘Teacher, tell my brother to divide the inheritance with 
me.’ 
 
14 Jesus replied, ‘Man, who appointed me a judge or an arbiter between you?’  15 Then he said 
to them, ‘Watch out! Be on your guard against all kinds of greed; life does not consist in an 
abundance of possessions.’ 
 
16 And he told them this parable: ‘The ground of a certain rich man yielded an abundant 
harvest.  17 He thought to himself, “What shall I do? I have no place to store my crops.” 
 
18 ‘Then he said, “This is what I’ll do. I will tear down my barns and build bigger ones, and there 
I will store my surplus grain.  19 And I’ll say to myself, ‘You have plenty of grain laid up for many 
years. Take life easy; eat, drink and be merry.’” 
 
20 ‘But God said to him, “You fool! This very night your life will be demanded from you. Then 
who will get what you have prepared for yourself?” 



 
21 ‘This is how it will be with whoever stores up things for themselves but is not rich towards 
God.’ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
At the start of the service I asked if anyone was rich? 
 
 
People wondered, 'rich in terms of what?' 
 
 
I pointed out the average Anglican is a young African woman earning about £3 a day...so we 
here all are rich. 
 
 
I then said that in today's gospel Jesus tells you how to get rich...or rather how to be rich. 
 
 
 
Sermon. 
 
 
In the 1987 movie ‘Wall Street’, the actor Michael Douglas plays a sharp suited investment 
banker named Gordon Gekko. He is a character who is almost wholly amoral, and yet for all his 
veniality and manipulative scheming Gekko is a charismatic character, charming and witty, yet 
he is as ruthless as a shark closing in on its prey. 
 
 
Gekko obtains his wealth as a so-called ‘corporate raider.’ He buys up large stakes in 
corporations thereby gaining control of the company, he then drives up the share price by asset 
stripping and downsizing operations – that is by making people redundant, and then ultimately 
sells his stock for a massive profit.   
 
 
In the film he is looking to take over a corporation called ‘Teldar Paper’, and at the shareholders 
meeting he makes his pitch with a speech that has become famous as a satire on the ethics of 
free market capitalism, he argues that the only thing that can save Teldar Paper is greed. He 
tells them, 
 
 



‘Greed, for lack of a better word, is good. Greed is right. Greed works. Greed clarifies, cuts 
through, and captures, the essence of the evolutionary spirit. Greed, in all of its forms; greed 
for life, for money, for love, for knowledge, has marked the upward surge of mankind and 
greed, you mark my words, will not only save Teldar Paper, but that other malfunctioning 
corporation called the U.S.A.’ 
 
 
‘Greed is good’. 
 
 
We all know that greed is not good, but surely there is something in what Gekko is saying, 
greed does drive human behaviour, as he says, ‘greed for life, for money, for love, for 
knowledge’, these things push the boundaries of experience and drive forward humanity. 
 
 
Is it just greed for money that we want to condemn? Is greed for knowledge more acceptable, 
or even perhaps admirable? Is it not greed for knowledge that drives people like Newton and 
Darwin to challenge intellectual orthodoxies and extend the boundaries of human knowledge? 
 
 
There is an obvious shock value in saying ‘greed is good’, but what about ambition, surely we 
may be content to say ‘ambition is good’, or if not, what about self-improvement, surely that is 
good? 
 
 
Getting on in life, providing for our families, living life to the full, are these just greed by a 
different name, or is Gekko wrong, is greed something different? 
 
 
What we need is a definition of greed, and so to another story, not this time a movie but a 
parable, the one in today’s gospel reading. 
 
 
Jesus said, ‘‘Watch out! Be on your guard against all kinds of greed…’ And then he told this 
parable, 
 
 
‘Then He spoke a parable to them, saying: the ground of a certain rich man yielded plentifully. 
And he thought within himself, saying, what shall I do, since I have no room to store my crops? 
So he said, I will do this: I will pull down my barns and build greater, and there I will store all my 
crops and my goods. 19 And I will say to my soul, soul, you have many goods laid up for many 
years; take your ease; eat, drink, and be merry. But God said to him, fool! This night your soul 
will be required of you; then whose will those things be which you have provided? 
 



 
“So is he who lays up treasure for himself, and is not rich toward God.”” 
 
 
(In one of my churches the reading rota gave that passage to a farmer who had just built a new 
barn!) 
 
 
Notice that according to Jesus the rich man’s mistake is not financial planning, or ‘eating, 
drinking and being merry’, but that he was not ‘rich toward God.’ 
 
 
The story is told to illustrate greed; that is a desire for more than you can use - bigger barns for 
the surplus! 
 
 
So it is not greedy to want cake, but it is greedy to want more cake than you can eat, especially 
in a world where people are going hungry. As Ghandi once said, “The world has enough for 
everyone's need, but not enough for everyone's greed.” 
 
 
To be ‘rich towards God’ you need to be generous to others. Generosity is the antidote to 
greed. Without generosity you become spiritually poor, or to put it another way, greed makes 
you poor. 
 
 
Here is another story, this one is written by Anthony De Mello, it is called The Seven Jars of 
Gold, 
 
 
“A barber was passing under a haunted tree when he heard a voice say, "Would you like to 
have the seven jars of gold?" He looked around and saw no one. But his greed was aroused, so 
he shouted eagerly, "Yes, I certainly would." "Then go home at once," said the voice. "You will 
find them there." 
 
 
The barber ran all the way home. Sure enough, there were the seven jars - all full of gold, 
except for one that was only half full. Now the barber could not bear the thought of having a 
half-filled jar. He felt a violent urge to fill it or he simply would not be happy. So he had all the 
jewellery of his family melted into coins and poured them into the half-filled jar. But the jar 
remained as half-filled as before. This was exasperating! He saved and skimped and starved 
himself and his family. To no avail. No matter how much gold he put into the jar it remained 
half-filled. 
 



 
So one day be begged the king to increase his salary. His salary was doubled. Again the fight to 
fill the jar was on. He even took to begging. The jar devoured every gold coin thrown into it but 
remained stubbornly half-filled. 
 
 
The king now noticed how starved the barber looked. "What is wrong with you?" he asked. 
"You were so happy and contented when your salary was smaller. Now it has been doubled and 
you are so worn out and dejected. Can it be that you have the seven jars of of gold with you?" 
 
 
The barber was astonished, "Who told you this, Your Majesty?" he asked. 
 
 
The king laughed. "But these are obviously the symptoms of the person to who the ghost has 
given the seven jars. He once offered them to me. When I asked if this money could be spent or 
was merely to be hoarded he vanished without a word. That money cannot be spent. It only 
brings with it the compulsion to hoard. Go and give it back to the ghost this minute and you will 
be happy again.” 
 
 
Despite holding out the promise of making you happy greed actually makes you miserable. How 
many people are fooled by greed in our society? Christians should be wiser, but how easy it is 
to be caught up in the way of the world and start hoarding our surplus instead of sharing it. 
 
 
‘What we need’, we say to ourselves, ‘is bigger barns!’ 
 
 
There is another deception that Christians sometimes embrace, we exchange greed for guilt 
and become unable to enjoy God’s good gifts without feeling guilty. Our heavenly Father gives 
us good gifts as any loving parent gives good gifts to a child, imagine then His disappointment if 
we contrive to not enjoy them through misplaced guilt. It is almost as disappointing for God as 
seeing His children not sharing. 
 
 
Joy is the key, receive with thankful joy, give with generous joy, and enjoy God's good gifts. 
 
 
Jesus came that we might have ‘abundant life’ – which does not mean bigger barns, it means 
celebrating and enjoying God's good gifts, and learning to be as generous as God is. 
 
 



‘Teacher, tell my brother to divide the inheritance with me.’ If only whoever demanded this of 
Jesus would have listened and answered the question Jesus asks of him, ‘who appointed me a 
judge … between you?’ 
 
 
God appointed Jesus as judge, in Jesus we see the generosity of God expressed in flesh and 
blood. If the petitioner had recognised Jesus for who he was he would have withdrawn his 
demand and received in return a far richer inheritance, the beginnings of an abundant life that 
would one day lead him into eternity.   
 
 
So, “...set your hearts on things above, where Christ is, seated at the right hand of God.” 
 
 
Amen. 
 


